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WHORTLEKILL ROD AND GUN CLUB, INC. –SEPTEMBER 2019-PROPERTY 

MANAGEMENT & LEGISLATIVE REPORTS: CHAIRMAN PAUL ANNETTS 

 

Legislative Report: (Posted in downstairs clubhouse & read at general meeting & 

Board meeting & posted on Club’s Internet Site, and sent to members with emails 

registered with Club; report double sided):  

Bills are tracked when Legislature is in session from January through June of 

each year. In the second year of the two-year session, New York State legislators 

are elected to a two-year term. On the first day of the new session, most of the 

previous year’s bills, which remain active at the end of the year, will automatically 

be carried into the new session, with some exceptions: bills not carried over will 

include (but are not limited to) those that were Chaptered, vetoed, had the 

enacting clause stricken, or the sponsor is no longer in the Legislature. A bill will 

retain its bill number assigned to it in the first year of the two-year session. If a bill 

only passed its own house last year, it must repass that house again in the new 
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session, before it can advance to the other house. In general, all active bills will be 

referred to the original committee, except for Assembly bills which passed only 

the Assembly last year; these bills will be reported to the Assembly’s third reading 

calendar*. *Exception: if an Assembly bill had a “Home Rule Request”, that bill 

will be recommitted, even if it passed the Assembly. (Legislative Rules.) Bill must 

pass Senate-then Assembly-then Gov.; while the Legislature is in session, the 

governor has 10 days, not counting Sundays, to sign or veto bills passed by both 

houses. Sign bills become law; vetoed bills do not however, the governor’s 

failure to sign or veto a bill within the 10-day period means that it becomes law 

automatically. Vetoed bills are returned to the house that first pass them 

together with a statement of the reason for their disapproval. A vetoed bill can 

become law if two thirds of the members of each house vote to override the 

governor’s veto. 

NO BILLS FOLLOWED-LEGISLATIVE SESSION OUT TILL JANUARY! 

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT CONCERNS: 

I was contacted by New York City Environmental Protection Bureau of Water 

Supply, Land Acquisition Program, Abbie Duchon-Conservation Easement 

Program Manager, we discussed the maps regarding their interest in purchasing 

part of the Hunter Road property, in Sullivan County. To clarify, Club would retain 

=/- 82 acres of area on both sides of atv trail, including apple trees area on the left 

side and hilly area to the right side and partial back area. I mentioned to her that 

that is the “heart of said property”. She stated that members could also hunt it if 

they were to obtain a New York City permit. I mentioned to her that members 

have tree stands on that part of the property and she stated that they could use 

portable tree stands, but they had to be removed daily. I also stated that New 

York City utilizes a patrol for the City properties, and she agreed. She also stated 

that this posted property would then be open to other hunters. I mentioned to 

her that parking is limited there, and she agreed. I also asked her about quoting 

the entire property for purchase and she stated that at this time, she was only 

asked to quote part of the property. I would highly recommend that after we 
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receive the partial quote, that we investigate a total land quote. Members could 

still hunt the property after obtaining a New York City permit. My opinion, if Club 

decides to eventually sell part or all of this property, that we wait to sell the two 

small parcels upstate at the same time because the “Like-Kind” transfer has 

time restrictions. I have also spoken to local Attorney Kieran Lalor and he would 

be willing to contract with us to handle this possible future land contract. 

SIDEBAR COMMENTS: NOTE: UNDERLINED SECTIONS ADDRESS MAIN POINTS! 

1-FEDERATION OF SPORTSMEN’S CLUBS OF SULLIVAN COUNTY 2019 SWEEPSTAKES: EACH 

YEAR WE SUPPORT THEIR SWEEPSTAKES AND WE RECEIVED NUMEROUS PHEASANT FOR 

STOCKING AT OUR PRESERVE, AS WELL AS A CHANCE TO WIN SOME NICE PRIZES; THEY IN TURN 

ARE ABLE TO OBTAIN MONEY TO SUPPORT THEIR PURCHASING OF FISH, SUPPORT THEIR 

PHEASANT PROGRAM, SEND CHILDREN TO SUMMER DEC CAMP, CONTINUE THE HABITAT 

PROGRAM, AWARD COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS, AND SPONSOR VARIOUS YOUTH PROGRAMS OR 

ACCOMPLISH ANY OF THE OTHER IMPORTANT PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS THEY SUPPORT. THERE 

ARE SIX TICKETS ON A SHEET. COST IS $5 FOR EACH SHEET, THE $5 SOLD SHEET DETERMINES 

THE CLUB’S SHARE AND BONUS. IF YOU WANT TO PAY BY CHECK, PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE 

TO: FEDERATION OF SPORTSMEN’S CLUBS; YOU CAN ALSO PAY CASH AT ONE OF OUR MEETINGS 

AND FILL OUT THE TICKETS FOR SUBMISSION. I MUST ACCOUNT FOR ALL TICKETS AND HAVE 

THEM RETURNED, WITH A CHECK IN FULL PAYMENT, BY SEPTEMBER 11 SO THAT WE CAN 

QUALIFY FOR THE PHEASANT ALLOTMENT. IT IS PARAMOUNT THAT I HAVE THE TOP STUB FOR 

ACCOUNTING. WE HAVE SUPPORTED THEM FOR MANY YEARS AND YOUR COOPERATION IS 

APPRECIATED! 

 

2-According to USA Today: “Schools across New York are banned from allowing 

their teachers and principals to carry guns on school grounds under a bill signed 

by Gov. Andrew Cuomo. The new law, which took effect immediately when 

Cuomo signed the bill recently, prohibits schools from allowing any employee to 

carry a firearm unless they are police officer, school resource officer, peace 

officer or an armed security guard with the proper registration.” Cuomo stated, 

“the answer to the gun violence epidemic plaguing this country has never been 
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and never will be more guns, and today we’re expanding New York’s nation – 

leading gun safety laws to further protect our children.”” Carrying a weapon on 

school grounds is a class E felony in New York. Lawmakers approved the bill 

largely along party lines, with Democrats voting in favor of it and Republicans 

opposed. Democrats, who took control of the state Senate in January after 

Republicans had the majority for most of the previous century, said the bill will 

promote school safety. Sen. Todd Kaminski, a Long Island Democrat who 

sponsored the measure, stated, “arming classroom teachers is dangerous and 

takes our focus off of getting weapons out of the hands of those who should not 

have them.” “Some upstate Republicans raise concerns about the bill’s impact on 

marksmanship clubs and clay-shooting competitors who compete in school 

sanctioned events.” “I believe it’s going to deprive athletes in our shooting sports 

the opportunity to compete at the highest level of their sport,” “according to Sen. 

Rich Funke, a Republican from Monroe County. Gov. Cuomo also recently signed a 

bill extending the waiting period for potential gun purchasers whose instant 

federal background check is inconclusive. He also signed bills banning the sale of 

3D printing guns and requiring gun owners to lock up their firearms if they live 

with someone under the age of 16.” 

3-NEW YORK STATE CONSERVATION COUNCIL REPORTS: “GREENE COUNTY FEDERATION OF 

SPORTSMEN HAVE REQUESTED FOR DEC TO MAKE A REGULATION MANDATING HUNTER 

ORANGE FOR BIG-GAME SPORTSMEN IN NEW YORK. THEY CLAIM THIS IS A GOOD PRACTICE FOR 

THE FOLLOWING REASONS: A) HUNTERS WEARING HUNTER ORANGE ARE SEVEN TIMES LESS LIKELY 

TO BE SHOT THAN THOSE THAT DO NOT. B) 40 OF THE 50 STATES ALREADY HAVE SOME FORM OF 

HUNTER ORANGE LAW OR REGULATION AND, WHERE RECORDS WERE KEPT, ALL EXPERIENCED A 

DECLINE IN FIREARMS – RELATED HUNTING ACCIDENTS AFTER THE REQUIREMENT WAS 

INSTITUTED. C) ALL RECENT INCIDENTS OF ACCIDENTAL LINE – OF – SITE HUNTING – RELATED 

SHOOTINGS IN NEW YORK STATE HAVE INVOLVED VICTIMS FAILING TO WEAR HUNTER ORANGE 

VOLUNTARILY. D) DEER CANNOT DISTINGUISH BETWEEN HUNTER ORANGE AND COLORS IN THE 

GREEN – GRAY – BROWN RANGE BECAUSE THEY ARE RED/GREEN COLORBLIND. E) IT IS IN THE 

INTEREST OF ALL HUNTERS IN NEW YORK STATE TO MINIMIZE THE NUMBER OF HUNTING 

RELATED FIREARMS INCIDENTS. F) A SIGNIFICANT AND INCREASING PORTION OF NEW YORK BIG-
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GAME HUNTERS DO NOT WEAR HUNTER ORANGE ON A VOLUNTARY BASIS. THEY FURTHER 

STATED, THE NEW YORK STATE CONSERVATION COUNCIL REQUESTS THAT THE NEW YORK STATE 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION (DEC) MANDATE AND ENFORCE HUNTER 

ORANGE FOR ALL HUNTERS ANY TIME A HUNTER IS MOVING IN THE FIELD DURING AN OPEN 

FIREARM SEASON. SPECIFICALLY, ALL BIG AND SMALL GAME HUNTERS SHOULD BE REQUIRED TO 

WEAR ENOUGH HUNTER ORANGE ABOVE THE WAIST TO BE VISIBLE IN ALL DIRECTIONS DURING 

DAYLIGHT HOURS. FOR EXAMPLE, THIS SHOULD BE IN THE FORM OF A HAT, BANDANNA, VEST, 

JACKET, SHIRT, SWEATER, RAINGEAR OR COMBINATION OF THESE, BUT IS NOT LIMITED TO THESE 

ITEMS OF CLOTHING AS LONG AS THE HIGH VISIBILITY COLOR CAN BE SEEN FROM EVERY 

DIRECTION. HUNTER ORANGE CAMOUFLAGE, FLUORESCENT PINK, OR FLORESCENT PINK 

CAMOUFLAGE IS ALSO ACCEPTABLE. THOSE ACCOMPANYING OR ASSISTING ANY HUNTER AFIELD, 

SUCH AS, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, GUIDES, SPECTATORS, AND THOSE HELPING TO HAUL A CARCASS, 

WOULD ALSO BE REQUIRED TO WEAR HUNTER ORANGE. THE REGULATION SHOULD COVER ALL 

LAND WITHIN THE STATE, BOTH PUBLIC AND PRIVATE. AN EXCEPTION SHOULD BE MADE FOR 

SEASONS RESTRICTED TO PRIMITIVE FIREARMS WITH LIMITED RANGE. THE BIG-GAME COMMITTEE 

DISCUSSED THE GREENE COUNTY RESOLUTION REGARDING MANDATORY BLAZE ORANGE. THE 

RESOLUTION WAS CHANGED SOME FROM PREVIOUS YEARS; HOWEVER, IT STILL MAKES BLAZE 

ORANGE MANDATORY SO THE REASONS TO OPPOSE REMAIN THE SAME. IT WAS STATED THAT IT IS 

DISCRIMINATORY AS IT RELATES ONLY TO HUNTERS, NOT ALL OTHER GROUPS USING THE GREAT 

OUTDOORS SUCH AS HIKERS ETC. IT WAS ALSO POINTED OUT THAT WE HAVE AN EXCELLENT 

SAFETY RECORD IN NEW YORK DUE TO THE HUNTER EDUCATION PROGRAM AND OUR DESIRE IS 

TO CONTINUE TO EDUCATE IN PLACE OF MAYBE MAKING IT MANDATORY. BY A UNANIMOUS VOTE 

THE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS MEMBERS OPPOSE THIS RESOLUTION.” 

 

4-The 10th Amendment Center reports the following: “The ATF ramped up 

enforcement of unconstitutional federal gun laws again last year according to 

the latest report released by the agency. This follows on the heels of increased 

enforcement actions during Pres. Trump’s first year in office. Last year, the ATF 

investigated 35,839 firearms cases. That compares to 2017 when the agency 

initiated 35,302 firearms cases. That’s 537 more cases in 2018 – a 1.5% increase 

year on year. The modest jump in firearms investigations comes after the ATF 
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significantly increased the number of cases it pursued during Pres. Donald 

Trump’s first year in office. In 2016, the final year of the Obama administration, 

the ATF investigated 31,853 firearms cases. During Trump’s first year, the agency 

investigated 35,302. That was 3349 more firearms cases than under Obama, a 

10.81% increase. ATF enforcement of federal gun laws under Trump in year one 

increased at roughly the same trajectory as it did during the last three years of 

Obama’s second term. And while the increase wasn’t as dramatic, the Trump ATF 

increased enforcement again last year. In other words, the NRA backed, GOP 

protector of the Second Amendment has been no better than the Democratic 

Party gun grabber. And Trump did something even Obama didn’t do. He 

instituted new federal gun control with the implementation of a bump stock fan. 

He also suggested he might impose a similar band on firearm silencers…….And 

make no mistake all federal gun control laws are unconstitutional. Even among 

the strongest supporters of gun rights, most hold the view that the Second 

Amendment allows for reasonable federal regulation of firearms. But as 

originally understood, the Second Amendment includes no such exceptions. 

Constitutionally speaking, the federal government should not regulate the 

manufacture or private ownership of firearms. The bottom line is we can’t trust 

Republicans in Washington D.C. to uphold the Second Amendment. 

Unfortunately, it appears we have the same problem with Republicans in state 

legislatures as well. When Barack Obama was president, Republicans in state 

legislatures introduced dozens of bills to nullify federal gun control by refusing to 

help with federal enforcement. After Trump won the White House, those efforts 

virtually stopped, even though not one single federal gun control law has been 

repealed. During the last two years of the Obama administration, there were 

more than 50 bills directly pushing back against federal gun control introduced in 

22 states. During the three state legislative sessions since the Trump 

administration took over, the number of bills dropped by more than half the 

number of states nearly did too. Not only that, the bills that were filed after 

Trump took office didn’t go anywhere. Governors signed five bills into law directly 

taking on federal gun control during the last two Obama years. Since then – zero. 

If you didn’t know better, you’d think there weren’t any more threats to the right 
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to keep and bear arms. And yet the federal government control acts of 1934, 

1968, and 1986, along with other various laws violating the Second Amendment, 

remain on the books. And they’re still being enforced by the feds just as 

aggressively as they were when Obama was present. By and large, Republicans 

used the Second Amendment as a campaign prop, but they do very little to stop 

the federal government from infringing on your right to keep and bear arms. They 

barely hold the line on new gun control, and they don’t do anything to challenge 

the unconstitutional laws already on the books. During a recent update, and a 

public appearance the president reminded us about his gun-control enforcement, 

pointing out not only the bump Stock ban, but the fact that his administration has 

conducted more enforcement actions than anyone in history. “ 

5-According to the Poughkeepsie Journal: “If you’re carrying a knife in New York 

that is undetectable by a metal detector, you could soon be charged with a 

crime. Starting November 1, New York will ban the manufacture, shipment or 

possession of any knives that cannot be picked up by a metal detector. The 

crime will be a class a misdemeanor punishable by up to a year in jail. 

“Undetectable knives are meant to be used by trained members of our police and 

military forces for covert operations – not regular civilians attempting to sneak 

weapons past metal detectors,” Gov. Andrew Cuomo, who signed the bill into law 

said in a statement. “By signing this measure into law, we will keep these deadly 

knives out of dangerous hands and help ensure our airports, courtrooms and 

other public buildings are safe,” stated Cuomo. The undetectable knife ban comes 

after Cuomo signed a series of tougher gun laws in recent weeks and has rallied 

against federal inaction on gun control in the wake of mass shootings in El Paso 

and Dayton. The Democratic – controlled legislature passed the knife ban in June 

and recently sent it to Cuomo’s desk for his signature. Supporters of the measure 

said that technological advances, such as laser cutting machines, have led to the 

fabrication of knives using materials that are undetectable by metal detectors. 

Similarly, Cuomo signed a bill last week that bans the sale and possession of 3D 

printed guns, which also can be undetectable by metal detectors. In June, Cuomo 

and the state legislature agreed to end a band on so-called gravity knives. The 
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small folding knives are often used by workers and the ban was disproportionally 

leading the arrest of minorities. Also, a federal judge earlier this year ruled the 

ban was unconstitutional. The new law, meanwhile, adds undetectable knife to 

the list of banned weapons in New York that already included switchblade knives, 

metal knuckle knife, metal knuckles and kung fu stars. The undetectable knives 

can still be carried by military members and police officers for their official use. 

“Undetectable knives made with composite and ceramic blades are difficult or 

impossible to detect with current security equipment, according to security 

experts and knife manufacturers,” said the bill’s sponsor, Sen. Diane Savino a 

Democrat from Staten Island. “Such knives sold openly and legally in retail stores, 

through mail order catalogs and on the Internet, expose a major loophole, 

presenting a severe security risk to any building that utilizes a metal detector for 

the prevention of violence or possible terrorist acts,” she stated.” 

 

6-According to the NRA: “On August 8, 2019, NRA Executive Vice President 

Wayne LaPierre issued a statement taking exception with the gun control push 

currently emanating from the White House and Senate Majority Leader Mitch 

McConnell, Republican from Kentucky. Recently, Pres. Donald Trump voiced his 

support for strong background checks, saying, “Republicans and Democrats 

must come together and get strong background checks, perhaps marrying this 

legislation with desperately needed immigration reform. We must have 

something good, if not great, come out of these two tragic events.” Then, Trump 

followed saying. “There’s a great appetite and I mean a very strong appetite, for 

background checks. And I think we can bring up background checks like we’ve 

never had before.” At the same time, Democrats were pressuring Senate Majority 

Leader Mitch McConnell to allow a vote on the Democratic-controlled House 

universal background check bill. The US is had background checks on retail sales 

since 1998. This means purchase at gun stores, large retailers, pawn shops, etc., 

are conducted only after the would-be purchaser passes an FBI background check 

by the National Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS). Universal 

background checks expand those point-of-sale checks to cover private sales too. 
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An assault weapons ban, and numerous other controls are also being considered 

in the current gun control push. On August 8, 2019 O’Connell told the Louisville, 

Kentucky, Terry Meiners show that an assault weapons ban, and other gun 

controls will be front and center when the Senate convenes in September. The 

problem with an assault weapons ban is that every phase, assault weapons, is a 

politically driven moniker used to ban whole categories of firearms. But the 

moniker applies to cosmetic features of firearms – heat shield, thumb hole stock, 

collapsible stock, flash hider, etc. – rather than the firearms themselves. This 

focuses on cosmetics allows proponents of an assault weapons ban to cover 

everything from commonly owned semi-automatic rifles, to pump shotguns, to 

pistols with the ability to accept magazines holding more than 10 rounds. The 

same day, the NRA’s LaPierre put forward a statement condemning the gun 

control push. He stated, “I’m not inclined to discuss private conversations with 

Pres. Trump or other key leaders on this issue. But I can confirm that the NRA 

opposes any legislation that unfairly infringes on the rights of law-abiding citizens. 

The inconvenient truth is this: the proposal being discussed by many would not 

have prevented the horrific tragedies in El Paso and Dayton. Worse, they would 

make millions of law-abiding Americans less safe and less able to defend 

themselves and their loved ones.” LaPierre added: “The NRA will work in good 

faith to pursue real solutions to the epidemic of violence in America.” “But 

many proposals are nothing more than soundbite solutions – which failed to 

address the root of the problem, confront criminal behavior, or make our 

community safer. The NRA supported the creation of the National Instant 

Criminal Background Check System, the heart of the current background check 

system. The system was designed to prevent felons and other criminals from 

acquiring guns. The Democrat approach is a broader one intent on making it 

harder for everyone – particularly law-abiding citizens – to exercise a 

constitutional right that the left simply does not like. California has had universal 

personal background checks since the mid-1990s and an assault weapons ban 

since 1989. The state continues to witness high-profile public shooting, after high-

profile public shooting. The US had an assault weapons ban at the federal level 

from 1994 – 2004. Breitbart News reported a Department of Justice, National 
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Institute of Justice report showing that the ban could not be credited with any 

reduction in crime. Despite the clear failures of these gun controls, Trump will 

most likely be criticized by Democrats if such controls are not adopted. NRA Board 

member Ken Blackwell spoke to this, saying: “The NRA has had a great 

relationship with Pres. Trump, and simply made clear to all  policymakers – 

including every Congressman and Senator – that the NRA supports legislation 

that makes communities safer for law-abiding Americans, and opposes 

legislation that does not actually solve problems. The reality is that the far left 

opposes both the Second Amendment and the President, and whatever he 

might agree to, Democrats will still condemn him for not going far enough. NRA 

members want safe communities but know that gun controls from Pelosi and 

Schumer will not make them safer. The Democrats gun control bill is a trap that 

would demoralize the President’s supporters while not earning him any support 

from those on the left.” 

7-Statistics on Gun Violence: “There are 30,000-gun related deaths per year by 

firearms, and this number is not disputed. The US population is 324,059,091 as 

of June 22, 2016. Do the math: 0.00925% of the population dies from gun 

related actions each year. Statistically speaking, this is insignificant. What is 

never told, however, is a breakdown of those 30,000 deaths, to put them in 

perspective as compared to other causes of death: 65% of those deaths are by 

suicide, which would never be prevented by gun laws. 15% are by law 

enforcement in the line of duty and justified. 17% are through criminal activity, 

gang and drug related or mentally ill persons – better known as gun violence. 

3% are accidental discharge deaths. So technically, gun violence is not 30,000 

annually, but drops to 5,100. Now let’s look at how those deaths span the 

nation. 480 homicides (9.4%) were in Chicago. 344 homicide (6.7%) were in 

Baltimore. 333 homicide (6.5%) were in Detroit. 119 homicides (2.3%) were in 

Washington, DC (a 54% increase over prior years). So basically, 25% of all crime 

happens in just four cities. All 4 of those cities have strict gun laws, so it is not 

the lack of law that is the root cause. This basically leaves 3,825 for the entire 

rest of the nation or about 75 deaths per state. That is an average because some 
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states have much higher rates than others. For example, California had 1,169 and 

Alabama had 1. Now, who has the strictest gun laws by far? California, of course, 

but understand, it is not guns causing this. It is a crime rate spawned by the 

number of criminal persons residing in those cities and states. So, if all cities and 

states are not created equal, then there must be something other than the tool 

causing the gun deaths. Our 5,100 deaths per year horrific? How about in 

comparison to other deaths? All death is sad and especially so when it is in the 

commission of a crime but that is the nature of crime. Robbery, death, rape, 

assault is all done by criminals. It is ludicrous to think that criminals will obey 

laws. That is why they are called criminals. But what about other deaths each 

year? 40,000+ die from a drug overdose – there is no excuse for that! 36,000 

people die per year from the flu, far exceeding the criminal gun deaths. 34,000 

people die per year in traffic fatalities exceeding gun deaths even if you include 

suicide. 200,000 plus people die each year (and growing) from preventable 

medical errors. You are safer walking in the worst areas of Chicago than you are 

when you are in a hospital! 710,000 people die per year from heart disease. It’s 

time to stop the double cheeseburgers! So, what is the point? If the liberals in the 

anti-gun movement focused their attention on heart disease, even a 10% 

decrease in cardiac deaths would save twice the number of lives annually of all 

gun related deaths (including suicide, law enforcement, etc.) A 10% reduction in 

medical errors would be 66% of the total number of gun deaths or four times the 

number of criminal homicides. Simple, easily preventable 10% reductions! So, you 

must ask yourself, in the grand scheme of things, why the focus on guns? It’s 

simple: taking away our guns gives control to government. The founders of this 

nation knew that regardless of the form of government, those in power may 

become corrupt and seek to rule just as the British did by trying to disarm the 

populace of the colonies. It is not difficult to understand that a disarmed 

populace is a controlled populace. Thus, the Second Amendment was proudly 

and boldly included in the United States Constitution.” 

8-Ammoland Shooting Sports reports: “Civil rights attorney Paloma Capanna 

recently released the statistics on the New York State Mental Hygiene Law 9.46 
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secret reporting from 2013 – 2016, showing more than 85,000 reports made 

from medical providers to the New York State Office of Mental Health and the 

New York State Department of Criminal Justice Services. The statistics, obtain 

through the New York State Public Officers Law (FOIL), show secret reports have 

been made in every county of the state, every year, since the SAFE Act was 

launched in 2013. The secret reports flow from doctors to OMH to DCJS to the 

New York State Police. “These secret reports effectively criminalize those who 

seek mental health and medical services,” says Capanna. Capanna’s client, 

Nicholas Castellano, submitted the FOIL. “To learn that more than 85,000 reports 

were secretly made by doctors against their New York patients since 2013 puts 

Gov. Cuomo at the top of the list previously headed by Joe McCarthy. This secret 

reporting program puts the New York State Police in every examination room in 

the state. Make no mistake about it.” Of those reported to New York State, only a 

handful of handgun license holders have been notified of the secret reports, 

during court cases. There is no notification or requirement as part of MHL 9.46. 

The report is not part of the patient medical records. And, the state agencies in 

possession of the reports refused to release them even to the individual. Capanna 

also released the original FOIL, all of which was denied, except for one dataset. 

“We will continue to fight to obtain all of the requested information,” said 

Capanna. Capanna represents clients in federal, state, and local courts, fighting 

against systematic false reporting of involuntary commitment and additional 

reporting under the SAFE Act. Among the decisions currently pending are the 

records, if any, of more than 2000 individuals who submitted FOIL requests to the 

New York State Police for any records it may be harboring against them from 

medical providers. Capanna previously won the case of Robinson versus Cuomo 

for the release of the numbers of firearms registered under the assault weapons 

ban, including an award of attorney’s fees and costs against the state. “I will not 

rest until the secret reporting system is shut down and everyone reported into it 

is notified,” said Capanna. “Democrats all over the state are going to be shocked 

at what Gov. Cuomo has done to their rights to privacy and under HIPAA when 

they get notified that they, too, are in the secret, criminal database. This has 

nothing to do with gun rights and everything to do with civil rights.” 
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9-Bearingarms.com reports: New York’s Cuomo offers anti-gun proposals that 

scares even the left-“New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo is not going to play nice 

with the Second Amendment. We all know that. The man has made his career 

out of stomping all over the constitutionally protected rights of New Yorkers. 

For us, he has no respect for the right of the people to keep and bear arms in a 

meaningful way. Maybe his latest anti-gun proposal is waking people up to that 

fact. He further stated; “Democrats should come together with one clear message 

on gun safety. The federal government must: 1-outlaw assault weapons and high-

capacity magazines; 2-creat a mental health database; 3-pass universal 

background checks; 4-pass a red flag law. Now, points one, three, and four are 

normally talking points on the left. He’s not exactly breaking new ground with 

those, and we’re used to seeing them. More importantly, the left is used to 

pressing for those. However, point number two is different. A national mental 

health database is an Orwellian nightmare in the making. Can you imagine finding 

out that you’re going to be listed in a database because you sought professional 

help after, say, the death of a loved one? Plus, this database is going to be created 

by the same people who protected OPM data that was hacked? There’s 

absolutely no good that will come of this kind of database. You and I know this. I 

get the feeling that Cuomo is one of the few who does not. A psychology 

professor and advisor for DSM – (the US standard for psychiatric diagnosis). 

Stated, “a mental health database would increase stigma, compromise privacy, 

and do nothing to reduce gun violence.” It very much would increase the stigma. 

It would also dissuade gun owners who are having difficulties from seeking help in 

their time of need. The last thing any of them would want is for their guns to be 

taken or be fed into some database. A lot of people cite mental health concerns 

regarding mass shootings, and for good reason. Sane people don’t slaughter the 

innocent. In conclusion, in a way, it’s refreshing to see. However, despite not 

being surprised, I’m still sad to see so many Americans only taking issue with the 

mental health database. The entire proposal is an assault on the rights of ordinary 

Americans and yet it’s only a single point that is drawing fire from people who 

scream about freedom on a regular basis. If only they realized that an unarmed 

people can never be truly free.” 
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10-According to Townhall; Trump is unlikely to commit political suicide by 

betraying us- “Donald Trump is a lot of things, but stupid is not one of them. 

Like all of us, he is understandably horrified by the murder sprees of that 

progressive environmental eugenics’ weirdo and that member of big chief 

warren’s tribe. But Trump is also keenly aware that any betrayal of his 

supporters on a literally life or death issue like guns – if you been listening to 

the left you have a good idea what miserable fate awaits you if you get 

disarmed and they take power – will result in his wholesale abandonment by his 

supporters. No, his base probably won’t go vote for the furry, or Doxxy Castro’s 

brother, or gaffey mcoldenheimer. His base will just stay home. Trump will lose…. 

Trump understands this. And he understands that the media is trying to get him 

to alienate his own supporters. But so far, he has never stuck us in the back even 

after the garbage media eagerly reports on his conciliatory talk on subjects near 

and dear to us in the hope that it means a betrayal is incoming. It never has been 

in the past. There’s no reason to believe he would sell us out now. We would not 

forgive him. To go left on guns would be, at a minimal, political suicide ….Trump is 

talking in a conciliatory way as a prelude to negotiations. But Trump has not said 

he would embrace a ban on so-called assault weapons – he understands that if he 

does so he might as well call a moving van. Nor did cocaine Mitch – the murder 

turtle (his enemies bestow the greatest nicknames upon him) only observed that 

it would be front and center in the debate because that’s where the Democrats 

seeking to disarm us would put it. McConnell knows a sellout on guns makes him 

the minority leader; he’s not going to let those socialist groups take our AR 15’s. 

Trump did mention improve background checks, and frankly there is room for 

improvement. How many times have government incompetence let some leftists 

freak who should have been barred by a conviction or mental instability buy a 

gun? Way too many. As for the red flag laws, the idea of a process where a guy 

announcing his intent to go on a murder spree to, say, promote the Bernie 

Sanders agenda by attacking a baseball field full of Republicans, is sensible in 

theory. But in practice, the due process considerations are essential – I mean 

serious due process guarantees, with teeth. Leftists have already promised to 

abuse these laws, so massive penalties for misuse of them to persecute political 
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opponents must be part of the mix. But any move toward the Democratic position 

that our basic gun rights are negotiable or that we can be disarmed in any way 

would be utterly unacceptable. And Trump’s knows this – he knows what we will 

and will not tolerate. He’s certainly not like the Fredocon GOP goofs who get 

MSNBC hits because they are eager to submit to the media’s narrative. He’s too 

smart for this. Trump does not want to lose. And Trump knows he had better 

not lose because of his fate and the fate of his family are at stake. You have 

heard the leftists – they want him, and his family jailed, literally. They said it, 

again and again, and when people say they wish to harm you should probably 

believe that. …….Trump needs to stand firm in the face of a bogus panic 

initiated by the acts of leftist monsters. And he most certainly will. He’s literally 

got everything to lose.” 

11-According to www.bearingarms.com: McConnell: gun control bills will be 

front and center in September session. Senate Majority Leader Mitch 

McConnell, Republican from Kentucky, says he’s spoken to Pres. Donald Trump 

about a number of gun control bills that could see action in the Senate after the 

summer recess, including a universal background check bill and even a ban on 

semi-automatic rifles. In fact, McConnell indicated that gun ban legislation could 

very well be brought up for a vote when Congress returns in early September. 

Congress is in recess until September 7. McConnell also mentioned red flag 

legislation as another likely agenda item for the Senate in September, though 

what the final legislation will look like appears to be up in the air now. Sen. 

Marco Rubio’s bill that would incentivize states to pass red flag laws is currently in 

committee, but Sen. Lindsey Graham is working on a bill that may incorporate 

some of the Rubio language while adding in additional due process protections. 

The three measures that seem most likely to get a vote at this time are the red 

flag laws, universal background checks, and a ban on whatever guns were 

deemed to be assault weapons. All three are guaranteed approval in the 

Democratic controlled house, but whether any or all of the three could get 60 

votes in the U.S. Senate is still an open question. As more Republicans, voters 

and politicians alike expressed their support. As I’ve said before, it’s critical that 

http://www.bearingarms.com/


16 | P a g e  

 

gun owners contact their members of Congress and their state legislatures right 

now. Don’t wait until September when the federal lawmakers returned to 

Washington. It is well-known that pro-Second Amendment group are talking to 

the White House. “Update: Gun Powder Magazine reports: “The U.S. House 

voted and passed HR 8, known as the: Bipartisan Background Checks Act of 

2019.” It was approved by a vote of 240-190. This dangerous bill is now headed 

to the U.S. Senate. If passed, HR 8 would ban virtually all private firearm sales, 

requiring your guns to be registered through the NICS system at your expense. 

FOX Business reports the White House would likely veto the pair of gun control 

bills pending at the federal level, if they make it to Pres. Trump’s desk. These 

bills are HR 8(as previously mentioned) and HR 112 which aims to require a gun 

dealer to wait 10 business days to receive an answer from the background check 

system before proceeding with the sale. The White House said this measure 

would unduly impose burdensome delays on an individual seeking to purchase a 

firearm. This bill is expected to be voted on soon.” 

12-According to Breitbart News: The most recent FBI crime stats show that more 

people were killed in 2017 with hammers and clubs than they were killed with 

rifles of any kind.  Breitbart News reported the most recent numbers – those for 

2017 – September 26, 2018. Those figures showed that 467 people were killed 

with blunt instruments (hammers, clubs, etc.), while 403 were killed with rifles. 

It must be noted that the category of rifles used by the FBI includes bolt action, 

pump action, single shot, and semi-automatic, as well as those the left describes 

as assault weapons. This means only a percentage of the 403 deaths attributed 

to rifles would been carried out with an assault weapon. So, the gap between 

the number of persons beaten to death with hammers and clubs versus those 

killed with assault weapons would be even greater than the gap between those 

who die in a hammer/club attack versus those who died being shot with rifles of 

any kind. Breitbart News also reported that the 2017 crime figures showed 1,591 

people were killed with knives or cutting instruments well 403 were killed with 

rifles. This means nearly 4 times as many people were stabbed to death as were 

killed with any kind of rifle. (The gap between the number stabbed to death and 
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the number of persons explicitly kill with an assault weapon would be even 

greater.) Yet Democrats are pushing an assault weapons ban and Senate 

Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, Republican from Kentucky, says legislation 

for such a ban will be front and center when the Senate reconvenes in 

September.” 

13-According to Epoch Times: “Democrats sought to pressure Pres. Donald 

Trump and Senate Republicans on August 13 to support an aggressive 

background check legislation. Democrats in the House of Representatives held a 

news conference with relatives and friends of mass shooting victims to pressure 

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell to call the upper chamber back from an 

August recess for a vote on gun control legislation that was approved by the 

house in February. The Democrats push on gun control comes after back to back 

mass shootings in El Paso, Texas, and Dayton, Ohio. Democrats in Congress and 

those vying for their party’s presidential nomination are making gun control a key 

plank in their 2020 election contests. Gun control measures generally face 

opposition from defenders of the Second Amendment right to bear arms. 

Democrats are currently pressing for Senate action legislation that would expand 

background checks on buyers who obtain guns from private sales, part of which 

are now exempt. The bill would also require background checks for loans and gifts 

of guns between people who are not close relatives. “Is it the solution to all this 

violence? It is not…. it is a significant and important step to take in the face of this 

violence,” House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer told reporters. “Not to act is a 

refusal to meet our responsibilities to the American people,” he added. The 

National Rifle Association denounced the bill, saying it would criminalize innocent 

actions between law-abiding Americans and “make it harder for good people to 

defend themselves and their families. Criminals, on the other hand, will continue 

to get their firearms the way they always have – through the black market, theft, 

and straw purchases,” said Chris Cox, NRA Executive Director, in a February 27 

statement. “Forcing more government paperwork and additional fees on good 

people trying to exercise a constitutional right will do nothing to make Americans 

safer. “Hoyer said the House Judiciary Committee, which has jurisdiction over gun 
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control, will returned to Washington early to consider yet another legislation that 

would make it easier for states to deny legal gun ownership to people deemed a 

threat to themselves or others, ban some semi-automatic rifles, and ban higher 

capacity magazines. A committee aide said a final decision to return has not been 

made. McConnell told a radio interviewer on August 8 that calling the Senate back 

into session early would only lead to political posturing. Instead, he has instructed 

the chairs of three Senate committees to work on legislation that can be debated 

when lawmakers returned from their six-week recess on September 9. Legislation 

sought by McConnell would need to garner enough bipartisan support to pass 

the Senate and be signed into law by Trump, who said he would veto the house 

legislation. Trump has voiced support for some form of background check 

expansion, though in an address on the mass shootings, he focused on mental 

illness, the Internet, and video games as potential causes. On August 13, Trump 

said he is convinced that McConnell wants to toughen background checks. “He 

wants to do background checks. I do, too, and I think a lot of Republicans do, 

“the president told reporters.” 

14-According to WAMC Northeast Report:  “In the wake of two mass shootings in 

El Paso, Texas and Dayton, Ohio over the weekend, there’s been renewed 

discussion about states and the federal government adopting what’s known as 

red flag laws, to get guns out of the hands of potential killers. New York’s red flag 

law takes effect later this month. The measure, also known as an extreme risk 

protection order law, would allow a judge to order the confiscation of a 

person’s guns if law enforcement, school officials, or a family member signed a 

statement saying they believe the person to be a potential danger to 

themselves or to others. The individual would also be prevented from buying 

any guns while the order is in effect. After authorities take the guns away, a due 

process hearing would be held, where evidence would be presented, including 

things the person might have said to others or on social media. After that, if the 

judge finds that evidence clear and convincing, they could extend the protection 

order for up to one year. The New York State legislature approved red flag 

legislation in the winter, and at a late February ceremony attended by House 
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Speaker Nancy Pelosi, Democratic Gov. Andrew Cuomo sign it into law. “So when 

the teacher sees there is a problem or a family member sees there is a problem, 

and believes that a person could be a danger to himself or others they can go to a 

judge, and saying, judge, please do an evaluation,” Cuomo said on February 25. “It 

is common sense. If you believe that was going to happen, why would you sit back 

and do nothing?” Cuomo stated. The law takes effect on August 24. 12 other 

states and Washington DC already have passed extreme risk protection laws. A 

study found red flag laws in Indiana and Connecticut reduce the occurrence of 

gun suicides. Congress has prevented federal agencies from studying the effects 

of gun violence, so not much other data is available. New York also has another 

means to keep guns away from potentially dangerous individuals. The mental 

health law database was approved as part of a comprehensive gun control 

measures, known as the SAFE Act, that was passed in 2013, shortly after the 

Sandy Hook, Connecticut school shooting. The provision requires mental health 

professionals in New York to notify authorities if they think a patient might 

engage in conduct that would result in serious harm to themselves or others. 

The list is maintained by Cuomo’s Division of Criminal Justice Services. Cuomo 

stated, “just to show you what it’s accomplished we now have 100,000 seriously 

mentally ill people on the mental health database that could have bought a gun 

in New York, who can’t now buy a gun because we have a mental health 

database.” The requirement is controversial among some mental health 

advocates, who say someone could end up on this simply for discussing their 

symptoms with a mental health professional. Cuomo wants to extend the mental 

health database to the rest of the country. He has asked the Democratic 

presidential candidates to endorse the proposal, as well as a ban on assault 

weapons, and universal background checks for gun buyers.” 

15-According to Townhall:  In an effort to bully the Supreme Court, a group of 

Senate Democrats are warning that if the conservative justices refused to heal 

the court – in this case, healing constitutes declining to take up a specific gun 

rights case – the court will face a restructuring. This is nothing less than a threat 

against the independent judiciary by hard-core partisans. Several high-profile 



20 | P a g e  

 

Senate Democrats warned the Supreme Court in pointed terms this week that 

he could face a fundamental restructuring if justices do not take steps to heal 

the court in the near future. The ominous and unusual warning was delivered as 

part of a brief filed Monday in a case related to a New York City gun law. 

Senators Sheldon Whitehouse, Democrat from Rhode Island, Richard Blumenthal, 

Democrat from Connecticut, Mazie Hirono, Democrat from Hawaii, Richard 

Durbin, a Democrat from Illinois, and Kristen Gillibrand, Democrat from New 

York, are the key backers. The short-term goal here is to prevent SCOTUS from 

even taking up a Second Amendment related matter. The Democratic senators’ 

brief was filed in the case of New York State Rifle and Pistol Association, Inc. 

versus City of New York, which dealt with legal limitations on where gun owners 

could transport their license, locked, and unloaded firearms. They are urging the 

court to stay out of the case brought by the NRA backed group, claiming that 

because the city recently changed the law to ease restrictions, the push to the 

Supreme Court is part of an industrial-strength influence campaign to get the 

conservative majority to rule in favor of gun owners. If the court still decides to 

hear the case, a ruling against New York City could prevent other cities and 

states from passing similar gun control laws. The left and its allies in the 

mainstream media have spent the Trump years issuing dire warnings about our 

norms and institutions – yet they have routinely demonstrated their own 

willingness to damage or destroy precisely those same norms and institutions in 

furtherance of their agenda. So many of their frantic warnings about threats to 

the very fabric of our Republic appear to have been in bad faith. In this case, a 

cabal of leftist Senate Democrats are telling members of the judicial branch that 

if they fail to produce the correct ideological outcomes, politicians will interfere 

to fundamentally alter the High Court’s composition. If Senate Republicans were 

leveling these threats, with numerous GOP presidential candidates echoing the 

sentiment with radical proposals, the resulting press coverage would be loud, 

hostile, and dire. Instead this development has largely been met with perfunctory 

methods. Setting aside the questions of whether the Senate could restructure the 

judicial branch, please remember that the members who signed on to the missive 

are in the minority party right now. It takes some gall to telegraph new abusive 
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power grabs when you’re not even in charge – and well you’re getting burned 

over and over again by your previous foolish power grabs. And the shortsighted 

architect of the most consequential overreach in recent Senate history is urging 

his party. (Which, again, is not the majority party) to expand that overreach at the 

first opportunity.” 

16-According to the Epoch Times:  (In part): “Remington Arms Company was 

sued by several families of the Sandy Hook massacre over the way the company 

marketed the weapon that was used in the shooting. Remington appealed the 

Connecticut Supreme Court’s decision, arguing, in part, that the lawsuit was 

improper in light of a 2005 law – the Protection of Lawful Commerce in Arms Act 

– which immunizes gun manufacturers and dealers from the vast majority of 

lawsuits that could be brought as a result of crimes committed with their 

firearms. However, the act contains six exceptions, one of which permit civil 

actions alleging that a manufacturer or seller of a firearm knowingly violated a 

State or Federal statute applicable to the sale of marketing of the firearm, and 

the violation was a proximate cause of the harm for which the relief is sought. 

The Connecticut Supreme Court ruled against Remington and ruled that the 

estates of the people who were killed could sue Remington because it violated a 

state law by advertising products in a way that promote a could promote mass 

shootings. Remington has asked this US Supreme Court to read the act more 

broadly and to reverse the Connecticut Supreme Court’s ruling. If the Supreme 

Court agrees to hear this case, and if the court agrees with the Connecticut 

Supreme Court, there will likely be a slew of lawsuits filed against gun 

manufacturers. If this happens, and manufacturers will also have to spend a 

great deal of money defending themselves in various legal battles. Given this 

enormous financial strain and the potential legal exposure, gun manufacturers 

could very well stop producing certain firearms, which will, ultimately, impact 

consumer Second Amendment rights to purchase and use firearms for lawful 

purposes.” 

Legislators: 
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NEW YORK SENATOR SUE SERINO-41ST. DISTRICT4254 ALBANY POST ROAD, HYDE PARK, NY 12538 (845-229-0106) 
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US CONGRESSMAN ANTONIO DELGADO – 19TH DISTRICT – 721 BROADWAY, KINGSTON, NY 12401 (845-514-2322) 

ASSEMBLY WOMAN DIDI BARRETT – 106TH. DISTRICT –12 RAYMOND AVENUE, SUITE 105, POUGHKEEPSIE, NY 12603 

(845-454-1703) 

SENATOR – 40TH DISTRICT – PETER HARCKHAM – 40 GLENEIDA AVENUE, PUTNAM COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING, 3RD. FLOOR, 

CARMEL, NY 10512 (845-225-3025) 

US CONGRESSMAN SEAN PATRICK MALONEY – 18TH DISTRICT – 123 GRAND STREET, NEWBURGH, NY 12550 (845-561-

1259) 

US SENATOR KRISTEN GILLIBRAND– HUDSON VALLEY OFFICE, P.O. BOX 893, MAHOPAC, NY 10541 (845-875-4585) 

US SENATOR CHARLES SCHUMER –ONE PARK PLACE, SUITE 100, PEEKSKILL, NY 10566 (914-734-1532) 
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WWW.2AWNY.COM 

Attorney Steven Felano 

P.O. Box 1366 

Buffalo, N.Y. 14231 

NEW YORK FIREARMS: WWW.NYFIREARMS.COM 

SECOND AMENDMENT FOUNDATION: WWW.SAF.ORG 

NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION: WWW.HOMENRA.ORG AND NEW YORK STATE RIFLE AND PISTOL 
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NATIONAL SHOOTING SPORTS FOUNDATION: WWW.NSSF.ORG 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR GUN RIGHTS: WWW.NATIONALGUNRIGHTS.ORG 
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GUN OWNERS OF AMERICA: WWW.GUNOWNERSOFAMERICA.ORG 
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NEW YORK STATE POLICE FIELD GUIDE TO THE NEW YORK STATE SAFE ACT: 
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