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Whortlekill Rod and Gun Club, Inc.
                                                     P.O. Box 1371
                                                     540 Route 376
                                                     Hopewell Junction, N.Y. 12533


Whortlekill Rod and Gun Club, Inc. –July 2019-Property Management & Legislative Reports: Chairman Paul Annetts
Legislative Report: (Posted in downstairs clubhouse & read at general meeting & Board meeting & posted on Club’s Internet Site, and sent to members with emails registered with Club): 

Bills are tracked when Legislature is in session from January through June of each year. In the second year of the two-year session, New York State legislators are elected to a two-year term. On the first day of the new session, most of the previous year’s bills, which remain active at the end of the year, will automatically be carried into the new session, with some exceptions: bills not carried over will include (but are not limited to) those that were Chaptered, vetoed, had the enacting clause stricken, or the sponsor is no longer in the Legislature. A bill will retain its bill number assigned to it in the first year of the two-year session. If a bill only passed its own house last year, it must repass that house again in the new session, before it can advance to the other house. In general, all active bills will be referred to the original committee, except for Assembly bills which passed only the Assembly last year; these bills will be reported to the Assembly’s third reading calendar*. *Exception: if an Assembly bill had a “Home Rule Request”, that bill will be recommitted, even if it passed the Assembly. (Legislative Rules.) Bill must pass Senate-then Assembly-then Gov.; while the Legislature is in session, the governor has 10 days, not counting Sundays, to sign or veto bills passed by both houses. Sign bills become law; vetoed bills do not however, the governor’s failure to sign or veto a bill within the 10-day period means that it becomes law automatically. Vetoed bills are returned to the house that first pass them together with a statement of the reason for their disapproval. A vetoed bill can become law if two thirds of the members of each house vote to override the governor’s veto.


Bills approved by Governor:

A5944/S4863-Support-Removes references of gravity knives as a dangerous weapon from certain provisions of the penal law relating to firearms and other dangerous weapons. This would end a ban on the so-called gravity knives, a term used to describe folding knives with locking blades that can be open with a flick of the wrist.


Bills pending in Senate or Assembly: Note Senate & Assembly closed till January 2020.

A600-Oppose: prohibits New York State from raising pheasants.
Action: Referred to Environmental Conservation committee. Note: According to New York Outdoor News: “Assemblywoman Linda Rosenthal, a New York City Democrat and animal rights activists, reintroduced legislation that would, if passed, close any state owned or operated pheasant production facility. Rosenthal’s bill – A 600 – again failed to advance out of the Assembly’s Environmental Conservation Committee, and a companion bill never materialized in the state Senate in the recently completed legislative session. DEC’s loan pheasant rearing facility will receive $200,000 in New York Works 8 funding for additional improvements.”

A703-Oppose- prohibits the use of lead ammunition in the taking of wildlife on state owned land and on land contributing surface water to the New York city water supply. Action: referred to codes committee

A722B/S4253-Oppose- provides that it shall be unlawful for any person to organize, sponsor, conduct, promote, or participate in any contests, competition, tournament or derby where the objective of such contest or competition is to take the largest number of small game, wild birds, other than wild turkeys and domestic game birds. Action: Referred to Codes committee

A763/S1414-oppose-To criminalize the manufacture, sale, transport, and possession of firearms, rifles, shotguns, and the major components of such weapons which cannot be detectable by an x-ray machine, portable pulse x-ray generator, metal detector or magnetometer when set at a standard calibration, or any other machine used to screen or inspect persons and objects for such items. Action: passed Assembly and returned to Senate.

A1213-Oppose- relates to access to foreign state records concerning previous or present mental illness of applicant’s for firearm licenses. Action: passed the Senate and returned to the Assembly 

A1413-Oppose- bans firearms as prizes in any game of chance. Action: Referred to Racing & Wagering.

A 1594 – Oppose – Requires all motor vehicles transporting five or more weapons or ammunition for five more weapons to have a separate storage area secured by padlock or combination lock and all such weapons and ammunition to be so secured when being transported and imposes a fine of at least $1000 and not more than $5000 for the violation Action: referred to transportation committee

A2049/S1363-Support-Eliminates the requirement that hunters wear back tags during hunting season in the state. – -NOTE: This is the same bill which Whortlekill Rod and Gun Club had previously initiated; New York State is the only state which requires hunters to wear a back tag and to add further confusion, the Adirondack area does not require a back tag to be worn by a hunter, nor does certain parts of the Catskills. This tag is an archaic tool for law enforcement purposes as it can easily be fabricated; reasonable cause to believe a violation may have occurred would cause the law enforcement officer to ask the individual for his actual license, same as a state trooper would do when requesting a driver’s license. Action: Passed Senate (S2923) & referred to Environmental Conservation

A2525/S620-Support- prohibits the hunting or taking of wildlife with the aid of an unmanned aerial vehicle. Action: referred to the environmental conservation committee.

A3199C/S2100-Oppose-Require the Department of Environmental Conservation to report on coyote management techniques in urban and suburban areas. Action: Passed Assembly, returned to Senate.

A3701/S688-Support-This proposed constitutional amendment would provide within the New York State Constitution for a right of the people to hunt, trap, and fish. A new Article 20 would be added to the state constitution to ensure the right of the law-abiding citizen to hunt, trap, and fish subject to reasonable regulation by the state. Action: referred to the Judiciary Committee.

A5569-Support-To reduce by one year the age at which one may participate in certain sport shooting safety programs. Action: Referred to Codes Committee.

A7556/S4325- Oppose- Basically this bill relates to banning the importation, transportation, and possession of certain African wildlife species and products. “According to Safari Club International, in a move that thwarted public input, the New York State Senate pushed through an anti-hunting bill on June 14. The legislation, S 4325, known as the Big Five African Trophies Act, had lain dormant for three months in committee. Out of nowhere, it was pulled from committee and pushed through a full Senate vote in a matter of 72 hours. It will now head to the Assembly where companion bill, A 7556, will likely be taken up in the Assembly. This legislation ignores the benefits that US hunters, including those from New York, bring to African wildlife. African range states have repeatedly expressed the desire to maintain the flexibility to use hunting as part of their management strategy for these species. More importantly, they also want to maintain sovereignty over their own wildlife resources. For each of the species listed, the healthiest and most stable populations are in countries with active hunting programs. For example, at least two of the species targeted by these bills owe their recovery to hunting. In Africa in 1895, there were less than 100 white rhinos. Today, according to the International Union of Conservation of Nature (IUCN), there are an estimated 20,000 white rhinos largely in part to hunting programs and the conservation efforts associated with them. Sustainable, regulated hunting programs are responsible for increasing the number of black rhinos from approximately 1, 000 in the 1890s to more than 3,500 today. The IUCN reports that importation restrictions on species targeted by these bills such as the African elephant, black rhino, white rhino and African lion could likely cause serious declines of populations. Nevertheless, the drafters of these bills aimed to impose obstacles that are likely to undermine the conservation of these animals. We respect and share the feelings of the New York State Senate towards wanting to conserve the African species listed. In return, we would hope the elected officials of New York would respect the rights of hunters to engage in a legal, regulated activity with proven tangible conservation benefits to wildlife and local communities. Instead of seeking to criminalize New York’s hunters, members of the Assembly should consider leaving wildlife conservation to the experts or to wildlife managers in the sovereign African countries responsible for these species.” Action: Sent to Environment Conservation Committee.

A7627A/S5818-Support- According to the New York Crossbow Coalition, the following changes are suggested: “Changes crossbow to the bow hunting privilege from the muzzleloader privilege. Allows 12 – 15-year-olds to hunt with a crossbow- removes the prior prohibition on 12 and 13-year-olds. Authorizes those 55 years old or older to use a crossbow in a special archery season. Authorizes those physically unable to draw a longbow as determined by a physician to use a crossbow in a special archery season. Allows youth to hunt wild small game and upland birds with a crossbow. Changes the term bolt to arrow. Removes the 200-pound maximum draw weight and the minimum 17-inch width restriction. Repeals the prohibition on the use of mechanical device with a bow and authorization/permit for disabled hunters to use crossbows which may be discharged only using one’s breath. Authorizes DEC to adopt regulations authorizing the taking of wildlife using a crossbow and to include a summary of such regulations in the hunting syllabus. Reduces the setback to discharge a crossbow to 150 feet consistent with a longbow. “Action: Print number 7627A. Note: According to the New York Outdoor News: “Perhaps there was just a flicker of optimism when a softened approach to the expansion of crossbow use – this time focusing on senior and physically challenged hunters – was introduced in the state legislature. Perhaps we thought that maybe, just maybe, this compromising step would be enough to advance the bills out of the state Senate and Assembly Environmental Conservation Committees. That didn’t happen, however, and once again the state sportsmen – the majority of which favor expanding crossbow use, especially for seniors and physically challenged hunters – are left wondering when, if ever, crossbows will be allowed in all of the regular archery season. Committee chair, Assemblyman Steve Engelbright, a Long Island Democrat, has followed the same pattern in letting crossbow – and other pro sporting legislation – collect dust. You want to get a good read on Assemblyman Engelbright? Consider that he signed on as a co-sponsor of the bill that would ban hunting contests, a proposal pushed by antihunting activists and animal-rights groups such as the Humane Society of the United States. That should tell you enough about the chances of a crossbow bill moving out of this committee.”

A8174-Approve: Provides for an exception to firearm storage requirements related to persons less than 16 years old when such person less than 16 years old is at a shooting range under immediate supervision, or when such person less than 16 years old is the holder of a hunting license or permit. Action: Passed Senate, returned to Assembly.

S538-Support- makes crossbow’s akin to longbows for hunting purposes; appealer. Action: referred to the environmental conservation committee

S1209A-Support- relates to removing the prohibition on the use of a firearm silencer. Action: referred to the environmental conservation committee

S1412- Additional Requirements: Oppose:
An act to amend the penal law and the environmental conservation law, in relation to establishing additional requirements to purchase a firearm, shotgun, or rifle. Among them are: an individual would be required to apply for a hunting license prior to the purchase of the shotgun or rifle; the perspective gun owner would be required to take a five hour gun safety course and examination and passed a shooting range test with 90% accuracy; the gun buyer would have to provide notarized proof of a past drug test and mental health evaluation, providing proof of purchase of firearm and ammunition safe storage depositories and passing a criminal background check. Action: referred to the codes committee

S2280-Youth Bill: Oppose:
Bill creates a new section in the penal that establishes that it shall be unlawful for any person under age 21 to possess any rifle, shotgun, or firearm, except for those carrying a hunting license and using the gun in accordance with that license. Action: referred to the codes committee.

S4868-Oppose-Requires owners of firearms to obtain liability insurance in an amount not less than $1 million. Action: referred to Insurance Committee.

S6401/A8078A: Approve- Permits 4H certified shooting sports instructors to supervise and instruct persons under 16 years of age at shooting ranges. Action: In Senate Rules Committee.

S1413: Oppose:  Is an act to “amend the penal law, in relation to requiring social media and search engine reviews prior to the approval of application or renewal of license to carry or possess a pistol or revolver…… The applicant must consent to have his or her social media accounts and search engine history reviewed and investigated …. In order to ascertain whether any social media account or search engine history of an applicant presents any good cause for the denial of a license, the investigating officer shall, after obtaining the applicant’s consent, the applicant must submit his or her login name, password or other means for accessing a personal account, service, or electronic communications device necessary to review such applicant’s social media accounts and search engine history, review an applicant’s social media accounts for the previous three years and search engine history for the previous year and investigate an applicant’s posts or searches related to: (1) commonly known profane slurs or biased language used to describe the race, color, national origin, ancestry, gender, religion, religious practice, age, disability or sexual orientation of a person; (2) threatening the health or safety of another person; (3) an act of terrorism; or (4) other issue deemed necessary by the investigating officer. …Social media accounts shall only include Facebook, Snapchat, Twitter and Instagram, and search engine shall only include Google, Yahoo, and Bing…. Upon completion of the investigation, the police authority shall report the results to the licensing officer without unnecessary delay. All licenses shall be recertified to the division of state police every five years thereafter.” Action: this bill is currently in Codes committee

Property Management Concerns:
None at this time.

Sidebar Comments:

1-Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs of Sullivan County 2019 Sweepstakes: Each year we support their sweepstakes and we received numerous pheasant for stocking at our Preserve, as well as a chance to win some nice prizes; they in turn are able to obtain money to support their purchasing of fish, support their pheasant program, send children to summer DEC camp, continue the habitat program, award college scholarships, and sponsor various youth programs or accomplish any of the other important programs and projects they support. There are six tickets on a sheet. Cost is $5 for each sheet, the $5 sold sheet determines the club’s share and bonus. If you want to pay by check, please make checks payable to: Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs; you can also pay cash at one of our meetings and fill out the tickets for submission. I must account for all tickets and have them returned, with a check in full payment, by September 11 so that we can qualify for the pheasant allotment. It is paramount that I have the top stub for accounting. We have supported them for many years and your cooperation is appreciated!

2-According to the Washington Post: “Gun maker Remington can be sued over how it marketed the rifle used to kill 20 children and six educators at Sandy Hook Elementary School in 2012, a divided Connecticut Supreme Court ruled recently.” The United States Concealed Carry Association (USCCA) states the following, “if this story sounds familiar, you’re probably recalling how, back in April 2016, Connecticut Superior Court Judge Barbara Bellis rule to allow the same wrongful death suit to move forward, rejecting the argument that a 2005 federal law can protect gun businesses from civil lawsuits. That federal law, the Protection of Lawful Commerce in Arms Act (PLCAA), protects firearms manufacturers and dealers from being held liable when crimes have been committed with their products. However, both manufacturers and dealers can still be held liable for damages resulting from defective products, breach of contract, criminal misconduct, and other actions for which they are directly responsible. Now NPR.Org reports, Recently the House and Senate Democrats introduced the Equal Access to Justice for Victims of Gun Violence Act, which aims to repeal federal protections blocking firearms and ammunition manufacturers, dealers and trade groups from most civil lawsuits when a firearm is used unlawfully or in a crime. The bill’s co-sponsors, Representative Adam Schiff and Senator Richard Blumenthal, claim the reintroduced legislation will allow victims of gun violence to have their day in court. According to a one-page background document found on Representative Schiff’s website, The Equal Access to Justice for Victims of Gun Violence Act will repeal the Protection of Lawful Commerce in Arms Act. It will allow civil cases to go forward against irresponsible actors in state and federal courts, just as they would if they involved any other product. Letting courts here these cases would provide victims of gun violence their day in court. Additionally, the bill would incentivize responsible business practices that would reduce gun injuries and deaths. As USCCA further reports, the bill has been lauded by such anti-gun groups as Moms Demand Action, March for Our Lives, and the Brady Campaign to End Gun Violence, all of whom have bought into Representative Schiff’s claims that the legislation has the power to correct the error Congress made nearly a decade and ½ ago. National Shooting Sports Foundation Senior Vice President and General Counsel Larry Keene told NPR his organization will certainly oppose this legislation. He called the bill to repeal PLCAA fundamentally unfair. He stated, you would no more charge or blame Ford or General Motors for drunk driving accidents, Keene said, adding that the current law is working exactly how Congress intended it. Also, according to NPR, Keene and other supporters of the current law say it was passed as a way to assure that manufacturers, dealers and distributors had protection from frivolous lawsuits intended to bankrupt the gun industry. Bearing Arms calls the ongoing anti-gun effort an attempt to either destroy the Second Amendment or make it worthless. After all, they claim, the right to keep and bear arms means little if you don’t have access to arms in the first place.”

3-According to New York Outdoor News: “Remington Arms will close a portion of its storied Ilion manufacturing facility this summer, a move that will result in the furlough of about 500 employees. The nation’s oldest gun maker, which in recent years has shifted much of its operations from central New York to the South. Its official headquarters is now in Madison, North Carolina, but the Ilion plant remains Herkimer County’s largest employer. Government officials say they received notice late last month that workers at the Ilion plant would be furloughed in June and July. Ilion Mayor Brian Lamica told the Utica Observer Dispatch that one of the product lines, which employs about 280 workers, will continue to run through the summer, but the remaining 500 workers will be furloughed during the summer and would return August 9. Remington officials didn’t immediately comment on the move. It’s not good, Lamica told the Observer Dispatch. I’m optimistic that things will pick up for them come early fall and everybody will be back to work. Two weeks is one thing, but two months – even though two weeks would be paid – I feel sorry for the workers and their families. Remington’s Ilion plant, and the entire company, has had a tumulus decade, emerging from Chapter 11 bankruptcy in May of last year after converting more than $775 million in debt into equity for its creditors. Company officials said the bankruptcy move was prompted by market trends. But Remington was also caught up in the gun control debate, notably after the Newtown, Connecticut, school shootings in 2013. Shortly after that tragedy, New York lawmakers passed a controversial SAFE Act authored by Gov. Andrew Cuomo and swiftly approved without public debate. Remington officials criticized the legislation, and some critics contend the company’s continued struggles are, in part, a product of additional gun control laws passed by state lawmakers this year. Cuomo has disputed that New York laws have impacted Remington’s operations, but the company a year after the SAFE Act passage chose to expand into a new facility in Alabama. Other gun makers in New York, notably Kahr Arms, have also migrated out of the Empire State. Eliphalet Remington began making guns in Ilion in 1816, and the company remains one of the largest gun manufacturers in the country. State Sen. James Seward, R-Milford, says he’s confident Remington will maintain a presence in the region. Remington Arms is a Mohawk Valley heritage company, thanks in large part to its dedicated, skilled workforce, Seward said. It is my understanding that market trends are driving the furloughs, and I have no reason to believe the company’s long-term commitment to Ilion has wavered.”
4-According to the NRA: “During their 148th. meeting of NRA members, Pres. Donald Trump, during his address to the nearly 15,000 NRA members in attendance and many more were watching on television, took the historic step of “un-signing” the United Nations Arms Trade Treaty (ATT). By announcing that he will officially withdraw the United States from the treaty, Pres. Trump made clear he would not abdicate control over the rights of law-abiding gun owners to foreign bureaucrats. He then signed – in front of all in attendance – a formal letter to the U.S. Senate requesting that it halt the ratification process and return the treaty to the Oval Office, where he would properly dispose of it.

5- According to the NRA: “ New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo hates the NRA and hates our Second Amendment freedom. And he isn’t shy about it. He weaponized the New York State banking regulator – the most powerful agency of its kind in the country – to punish and silence your NRA. The governor directed regulators to send letters to all CEOs of banks and insurance companies in the state, to pressure them to cease doing business with the NRA. Think about that. Gov. Cuomo singled out a category of people who should not receive financial services – even checking accounts – simply because he disagrees with our opinion. He doesn’t like your political viewpoint and wants you denied financial services. He wants the NRA blacklisted! If Gov. Cuomo got his way pornographers, marijuana dealers, and radical “charities” would be allowed to have bank accounts, collect donations, and obtain insurance in New York – but not the NRA. But you and I know that restricting free speech is not what we do in this country, so your NRA is fighting back. It is a fight, literally, for our political life. America must never become a world in which citizens are vilified and punished simply for expressing our beliefs. Never! So, we took the governor to federal court under the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution. We told him that his actions reflect pure viewpoint – based discrimination, and he is violating our constitutional rights. I am pleased to report we are prevailing in this critically important case. Gov. Cuomo tried to have our lawsuit dismissed. He lost. The court held the NRA deserves its day in court. Then the governor tried to prevent the NRA from deposing former chief banking regulator Maria Vullo, a focal point of the governor’s effort. He lost again. Many opinion leaders, legal scholars, and community stakeholders agree with the NRA. It is clear the governor, went too far in his crusade against the NRA and its members. Even the American Civil Liberties Union agrees and has joined the NRA in this fight. However, that doesn’t matter to Gov. Cuomo. He and his supporters will stop at nothing to advance a personal political agenda, even if it is contrary to the most fundamental principles of our country. In fact, the governor’s chosen candidate for Atty. Gen. thou to attack the NRA – as a pillar of her campaign platform – before being elected into office. Did you get that? Before spending even one day in office, she declared that we – you and me – and all the law-abiding men and women of the NRA – are a “terrorist organization”. She vowed to conduct a taxpayer-funded fishing expedition to investigate us in the state where the NRA was founded 148 years ago. The contrived political investigation is not the action of a public servant. This is a rank political vendetta. This is why we must keep fighting to defend our constitutional rights in what is, perhaps, the most important First Amendment case in US history. And that is why we must, and we will, continue to speak out and defend the freedoms for which the NRA stands.” Wayne LaPierre further stated, “my four decades of helping lead our fight for freedom has taught me one thing above all else – with your support and help I know that, together, we can and we will win this critical fight to save our NRA. We will speak out and loudly and boldly as ever we will stand as United and strongly as ever. We will fight as hard and unflinchingly as ever. We will never give up and never surrender one single inch of our Second Amendment freedom!

6-According to the NRA: “On April 29, the US Supreme Court refused to grant a request by the City of New York to delay the proceedings in the NRA- supported appeal of New York State Rifle and Pistol Association, Inc. versus the City of New York (No.15 – 683). Generally, New York State law prohibits even the possession of a handgun in a home without a license. A licensee in New York City (NYC) must comply with additional and specific restrictions. A license is “not transferable to any other person or location”, and anyone with a “premises license” is prohibited from removing the handgun “from the address specified on the license”. However, because the rules also require licensees to “endeavor to engage in periodic handgun practice”, an explanation at 38 R.C. NY paragraph 5 – 23 (a) (3) allows a licensee to transport a handgun “to and from an authorized small arms range/shooting club”. This narrow exception applies only to seven ranges located in NYC. It restricts the travel to a direct route to and from the range and requires a handgun to be transported unloaded (in a locked container) and separate from any ammunition. Licensees who wish to take their guns to other ranges or participate in events or competitions outside New York City – or who want to transport their guns to another location – are prohibited from doing so. In January, the Supreme Court agreed to hear the appeal in this case. The petitioners, individual licensees and the New York State Rifle and Pistol Association argue that – apart from the “precisely zero empirical evidence” provided by the city to justify its licensing rules as a public safety measure – these “extreme, unjustified and irrational” transport and travel restrictions on lawfully owned handguns violate the Second Amendment, the Commercial Clause, and the fundamental right to travel. However, on April 12, legal counsel for the City of New York and the New York City Police Department (NYPD) filed a motion with the Supreme Court seeking to suspend the proceedings, based on a new proposal to change the NYC handgun rules. The motion indicates that the NYPD has published a Notice of Public Hearing and Opportunity to Comment on Proposed Rule”, which should set in motion a process that might result in a future change in the licensing rules. However, even assuming this proposed rule would pass into law as drafted, it represents only a limited modification to existing 38 R.C. N.Y. paragraph five – 23 (a). The proposal would not rescind the restraints already in place (and at issue in the appeal), but would allow a premises’ licensee to transport a handgun listed on their license to: (1) another premises of the licensee “where the licensee is authorized to have and possess a handgun;” (2) a small arms range/shooting club authorized by law to operate as such, whether located within or outside NYC; and (3) a shooting competition at which the licensee may possess the handgun “consistent with the law applicable at the place of the competition.” All of these retain the requirement that the handgun be transported unloaded (in a locked container) with ammunition being “carried separately,” and that the licensee travel “directly” to and from these additional locations. Counsel for the petitioners responded to the city’s “extraordinary request” by indicating there is no good reason to grant an “indefinite hold”. The city’s motion is, at best, premature given the uncertain status of the proposed amendment, and the amendment itself is at odds with the city’s forceful defense of the existing rules is both necessary and constitutional. As NRA – ILA’s Executive Director Chris W. Cox put it, “The city of New York did not respect its citizens Second Amendment rights before the Supreme Court granted review in this case and it will not respect them going forward. We are confident that the court will reject New York’s desperate attempt to avoid review of its blatantly unconstitutional laws.”

7-According to SCOPE: “Financial Blacklisting: A High-Powered Weapon Aimed at the Second Amendment. A “blacklist is a compiled list of “undesirables” to be cut off from a basic necessity…… In our time, blacklisting has advanced….to the cutting off of credit and to interference in legal commerce. The financial industry has become an increasing danger to the firearms industry. Allum Bokhari at Breitbart News has investigated financial blacklisting. It is stated that: Thanks to the encroachment of progressive ideology into the financial industry – including major credit card companies like Visa, Discover, and MasterCard – it has become a reality. Our 21st-century economy depends upon access to credit and, in our increasingly cashless society, to be able to have credit card purchase transactions processed. This reality gives the relatively few corporations providing these necessities tremendous power through financial blacklisting. Pressure can be exerted on firearm-related companies to act in certain prescribed ways to avoid being dropped as a financial services customer. In spring, 2018, First National Bank of Omaha stopped offering the NRA Visa card. Republic Bank ended the NRA Visa prepaid card. Bank of America refuses to work with any company producing “military style firearms.” J.P. Morgan Chase limits business with gun companies. CitiBank refuses to service any retailer which sells “high-capacity” magazines or cells firearms to adults younger than 21. Bank of America has cut off services to any firearms maker producing or selling military style weapons for civilians. It also requires firearm retailers to perform background checks on customers. None of the firearms sales may be to adults younger than 21. Failure to meet these requirements will result in termination of financial services. It is also hinted at future requirements for gun manufacturing clients which might dictate the types of permissible firearms and which retailers would be allowed to sell those firearms. One major bank resisted pressure from the New York Times and others to show “corporate responsibility.” In October 2018, Wells Fargo Bank granted a $40 million line of credit to Sturm, Ruger & Co. According to Bloomberg News, this was in addition to the $431 million in financing that Wells Fargo had already given to gun companies since 2012. In an open letter, the management wrote that “the bank does not believe that the American public wants banks to decide which legal products consumers can and cannot buy.” Wells Fargo should be applauded and rewarded for its “backbone” with our patronage. Not satisfied with these types of unwarranted interference with legal commerce, the Times in December 2018 tried to exert pressure on credit card issuers to monitor customers’ firearm-related buying habits and to blacklist gun purchases. It suggested that banks “unwittingly finance mass shootings” by allowing individuals to use their cards for the purchase of firearms. It wants credit card companies to put systems in place to detect firearm purchases and to either decline them at the point of sale or to flag them to see how much money an individual is spending on guns. Their goal is for credit card issuers and card transaction processes to collectively set new rules for the sale of guns. All of this pressure is based upon the Progressive Left’s value of “corporate responsibility.” Under the “social responsibility” banner, PayPal, Square, Stripe, and Apple Pay, are already refusing to allow their services to be used for the sale of firearms. Now, the Times is pressuring the biggest customers of these payment processing companies. Corporations like McDonald’s, Starbucks, Amazon, CVS and others that publicly referred to “social responsibility” are urged to collectively pressure the payment processing companies to end the handling of gun sale transactions. What would stop this type of pressure from eventually extending to restrictions of the purchases of ammunition types, assessors, and even reloading equipment? The Progressive Liberals, socialists and Marxists among us realized that they cannot impose their dystopian, tyrannical utopia on the nation until the potential for determined, effective armed resistance through the Second Amendment has been rendered impossible. After each incident of multiple homicide perpetrated by mentally disturbed individuals in gun-free zones, they incrementally chip away at the ability of the citizenry to remain armed in a meaningful way. This article has focused upon financial blacklisting, a “pincer movement” in the Progressive Left’s multi-front war on the Second Amendment. If they succeed, this nation will be at a “tipping point.” Not just commercial entities are potentially endangered by this assault on freedom. Could your personal credit card be terminated in the future by its issuer because of your monitored donations to the NRA or to other groups which credit card companies might view with contempt? To quote again from Allum Bukhari: …to be shut off from an entire financial system. That is the terrifying new threat to freedom that Western society must now contend with.”

8-According to the Second Amendment Foundation: “The Second Amendment Foundation (SAF) and Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms (CCRKBA) have been joined by four other rights groups in an amicus curiae brief to the U.S. Supreme Court in support of a challenge to New York City’s restrictive gun law that prohibits handguns licensed in the city to be taken outside the home. Joining SAF and CCRKBA are Jews for the Preservation of Firearms Ownership, the Independence Institute, Millennial Policy Center and Professors of Second Amendment Law. They are supporting a lawsuit filed by the New York State Rifle and Pistol Association and three private citizens against the New York City law. The case has been accepted for review by the Supreme Court. In their brief, prepared by attorneys Joseph Greenlee with the Millennial Policy Center and David Kopel from the Independence Institute, the amici organizations contend that strict scrutiny should apply to this case, which amounts to a ban on self-defense for law-abiding citizens. In their brief, Kopel and Greenlee remind the high court that, despite the court’s declaration that the Second Amendment is not a second-class right, “to be singled out for special – and specifically unfavorable – treatment,” several lower courts “have boldly admitted doing so.” The New York case affords an opportunity to the Supreme Court to correct that. Our groups joined in this single amicus brief because it lays out, in a powerful and compelling way, how the Second Amendment is still being treated like an unwanted stepchild by lower courts despite language in the Heller and McDonald rulings in 2008 and 2010, said SAF founder and Executive Vice President Alan M. Gottlieb. “New York’s draconian gun law treats the right protected by the Second Amendment as if it were a strictly regulated government privilege. We’re delighted to join these other groups in this brief to the Supreme Court,” he added.  “It is the first Second Amendment case to be accepted by the high court in nearly a decade, and its significance cannot be overstated. We believe the city’s gun law is an affront to the Constitution and both Heller and McDonald rulings.”

9-According to the Second Amendment Foundation: “Three victories in three Second Amendment related cases – two from New York and one from Wisconsin – is good news for gun rights, the Second Amendment Foundation said. “ This should be tantamount to three strikes and you’re out,” said SAF founder and Executive Vice President Alan M. Gottlieb. “Gun control took three hard punches and should be down for the count.” He was alluding to the following cases (as they refer to New York); The U.S. Supreme Court has ruled against New York City in its attempt to stay a challenge to that city’s handgun law that prevents gun owners from taking their handguns outside of their homes or the city. The court has already granted review of the case. The New York State Supreme Court dismissed two SAFE Act charges against a man convicted of selling a firearm to an undercover officer in 2014. The SAFE Act (for Secure Ammunition and Firearms Enforcement) is an extreme gun control act championed by anti-right, anti-gun rights Gov. Andrew Cuomo. “In New York cases, Gottlieb observed, the court ruling should be a clear signal that the state, and New York City, have taken gun control to unacceptable extremes. They need to be reined in.”

 
Legislators:

New York Senator Sue Serino-41st. District
4254 Albany Post Road, Hyde Park, NY 12538 (845-229-0106)

Assemblyman Kieran Lalor-105th. District- 1075 NY-82, Hopewell Junction, NY 12533 (845-221-2202)

US Congressman Antonio Delgado – 19th District – 721 Broadway, Kingston, NY 12401 (845-514-2322)

Assembly woman Didi Barrett – 106th. District –12 Raymond Avenue, Suite 105, Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 (845-454-1703)

Senator – 40th District – Peter Harckham – 40 Gleneida Avenue, Putnam County Office Building, 3rd. Floor, Carmel, NY 10512 (845-225-3025)

US Congressman Sean Patrick Maloney – 18th District – 123 Grand Street, Newburgh, NY 12550 (845-561-1259)

US Senator Kristen Gillibrand– Hudson Valley Office, P.O. Box 893, Mahopac, NY 10541 (845-875-4585)

US Senator Charles Schumer –One Park Place, Suite 100, Peekskill, NY 10566 (914-734-1532)

Gov. A. Cuomo – The Honorable Andrew M. Cuomo, Governor of New York, New York State Capitol Building, Albany, NY 12224 (518-474-8390) 

Organizational Contacts: 

Shooters Committee on Political Action (SCOPE): www.scopeny.org 
SCOPE legislative reports are available at this website
SCOPE INC, Attention Legal Defense Fund Project (for donations)
P.O. Box 12711
Rochester, N.Y.14612

New York Firearms: www.nyfirearms.com

Second Amendment Foundation: www.saf.org

National Rifle Association: www.homenra.org and New York State Rifle and Pistol Association (NRA Affiliate): www.nysrpa.org

National Shooting Sports Foundation: www.nssf.org

National Association for Gun Rights: www.nationalgunrights.org

Firearms Policy Coalition: www.firearmspolicy.org

Gun Owners of America: www.gunownersofamerica.org

New York Crossbow Coalition: www.nycrossbowcoalition.com- 491 Albion Cross Road, Pulaski,NY 13142 (315-882-1540)

New York Bowhunters,Inc.-P.O. Box 1157, Canandaigua, NY 14424  (518-229-7468)

New York Safe Act: www.governor.ny.gov/nysafeact/gun-reform

New York State Police Field Guide to the New York State SAFE Act: www.nypdcea.org/pdfs/nysp_safe_act_field_guide

New York State Conservation Council –www.nyscc.com

Dutchess County Federation of Fish and Game Clubs: www.dutchessfishandgame.org

Submitted by:

Paul W. Annetts-M.J.A. (marineactual@gmail.com) Club’s Legislative & Property Management Chairman/file
Cc: Secretary-Robin Moore
Posted on downstairs bulletin board
Copy to Frank Kovacs for Club Internet site

Separate Legislative/Sidebar (only) report to the following as requested:
Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs of Sullivan County-President Jack Danchak
Middletown Pistol & Rifle Club-Steven Hoffman
Orange County Federation President-Jim Torcivia
Putnam County-Federation President Ray Merlotto
Rockland County Federation President-Stan Pasco
Ulster County Federation President-Dave Davis

